
Chronological 
Bible Study

Week 12:  

A Nation and Its Leader

1 Samuel 19:18-31:13
2 Samuel 1-7
Psalms 59, 56, 34, 52,  63, 57, 142, 54, 18



Opening 
Prayer

Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQkiDgIAb-0


Introductions What is your favorite Christmas holiday tradition?



Summary of 
This Week’s 
Readings

1 SA 19:18-31

2 SA 1-7:29

Psalms 59, 56, 34, 52, 63, 57, 142, 54, 18







Military Campaigns in 
1 Samuel

• Saul’s major task was to subdue the enemies of 
Israel.

• Initially he won several decisive battles

• His successes lessened as he was threatened by 
David and relied more on himself than God

• Key battles:

• Jabesh Gilead:  

• Gibeah

• Michmash

• Amalek

• Valley of Elah (Terebinth)

• Keilah

• Amalekite Raiders

• Mt. Gilboa



Friendship of David 
and Jonathan

• Jonathan was Saul’s eldest son and was fighting 
the Philistines

• Jonathan respected David’s killing of Goliath 
and his leadership and a strong friendship 
developed. 

• David was a successful commander and Saul 
becomes jealous of him believing David is 
seeking his throne. Saul decides to have David 
killed.

• Christian tradition understands their 
relationship as intimate camaraderie between 
two young soldiers with no sexual involvement.



Psalm 59

Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoUJN8ETmBQ


DISCUSSION

In Psalm 57, David turns to the Lord in time of 
crisis.  He may not have understood why God was 
allowing him to suffer, but he understood what 
God wanted from him in his suffering. 

How do you relate to God in times of trouble?  
With praise? With requests? With complaint?



David Flees From 
Saul

• King Saul’s jealousy and fear 
drove him to stalk David with the 
intent to kill him.

• David flees to Nob and Gath and 
lives among the Philistines.

• David uses guile and ingenuity in 
his escape.  

• While being hunted by Saul he 
delivers Keilah from the 
Philistines, which Saul should 
have done.



David Spares Saul’s Life

• David clearly has grounds to take Saul’s life but does not.  He 
forgives and tries to reconcile.

• David spares Saul’s life twice saying Saul’s fate would be decided 
by Yahweh.  The two stories have different circumstances but 
essentially are the same



DISCUSSION

Why would God twice deliver Saul into David’s hands?

Would the Lord be angry if David had killed Saul?



Samuel Dies

• Samuel lived a long and remarkable life (nearly 60 
years)

• Samual played a pivotal role in transition to the 
monarchy

• Samuel performed several miracles during his 
lifetime, including calling forth thunder and rain 
during a drought and defeating the Philistines 
through divine intervention.

• Samual buried at Ramah, his hometown

• Samual posthumously foretells Saul’s impending 
doom

• Samuel’s influence extended beyond his lifetime.



David Destroys the Amalekites

• After living in Philistia, he is dismissed from participating 
in the Philistine march against Israel.

• David returns to Ziklag, which the Amelekites destroyed.

• David and his men fight the Amalekites and win.

• Plunder from the war distributed to his tribal people of 
Judah.



The Death of Saul

• Saul and his sons (Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua
eventually die in battle with the Philistines.

• Saul committed suicide during the  losing battle with the 
Philistines.

• The bones of Saul and his sonsare buried beneath a tamarisk 
tree.



DISCUSSION

Would you expect David to lament Saul’s death?  
What does this teach us about David?



Psalm 18

Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3g9bfeaOQKo


Overview of         
2 Samuel

• Records highlights of David’s reign

• It traces David’s ascension to the throne, his sins of adultery and 
murder, and the consequences of those sins on his family and nation



• How David gains the throne, loses it through rebellion and then 
regains it

• The story provides a picture of human greatness and folly

Overview of 2 Samuel



Key Themes

• God’s opposition to the proud and exaltation of the 
humble.

• God’s acts of forgiveness and justice toward human 
evil.

• Israel’s promised hope of a future Messiah.



2 Samuel

Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YvoWDXNDJgs&t


David Rises to the 
Throne
• David is told of the death of Saul and his sons. 

David and all of Israel laments their death. 

• David is anointed king of  the southern kingdom of 
Judah at Hebron  and Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth leads 
northern kingdom at Mahanaim.  

• David has great military successes in the early years 
of his rule. 





David

Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCP2zWaJlGc&t


The Expansion of 
David’s Kingdom

• In 2 Samuel, David’s kingdom expands from a 
territory of Judah to all of Israel and finally to the 
areas of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Zobah, and Syria.

• David establishes a centrally located capital in 
Jerusalem.

• Following the capture of Jerusalem, David won 
crucial victories over Philistia, Moab, Zobah, 
Ammon, and Syria. 



The Ark is Brought 
to Jerusalem

• David brings the ark to Jerusalem.

• The Israelites are careless in obeying God’s 
word on how to transport the ark.

• David dances joyfully when the ark is brought 
to Jerusalem.  Michal resents David for his 
public display.



DISCUSSION

What do you think of Uzzah’s punishment for his 
act when moving the ark of the covenant?

What does God’s anger to this irreverence say 
about God and his holiness?



The Davidic 
Covenant

• God promised David an eternal 
kingdom 

• Christ fulfills the covenant when 
he enters the world through one 
of David’s descendants



Understanding 
the Davidic 
Covenant

Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUvaNoaRS6w


We will meet next week

• Refer to updated reading 

assignments sent out today

• Next week we begin 

seeing the chronological 

nature of our reading



Closing Hymn

Video Link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kb8ldMKGQk
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