JACK

(Talking to his little brother, Jed.)

Come on back up that beanstalk with me, Jed. First thing
in the morning. All you gotta do is steer clear of the giant’s
wife. She’ll pop you straight into the oven if she catches
you. But we'll sneak past her, grab us something for our
momma, then skitter right back down. I got us a hen last
time. Lays the prettiest eggs you've ever seen. We would've
starved, I tell you, if [ hadn’t got us that hen. Your belly’s
been full, ain’t it? Well, you got me to thank. This time 'm
gonna get me the giant’s magic fiddle. It plays all by itself.
Can’t you see our momma if she had that fiddle? The smile
would never leave her face. 'm gonna take it . . . uh, bor-
row it . . . just for a while. (JED remains doubtful.) Jed,
that giant was fixin’ to eat me for breakfast! It’s all right to
steal from somebody mean as him. Isn’t it?
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