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Village Church Celebrates Christmas With Music, Joy,

and Fellowship

The Village Church has much in store for our
Christmas celebrations, with special drama
productions, fellowship gatherings, and worship
services. Join us as we prepare for the special
season of Christmas.

This year the choir presents the perennial favorite,
Handel’s immortal oratorio, Messiah. Performances
will be at 7:00 p.m. Sunday December 11 and
Monday December 12. This is our first attempt to do
two presentations of a major work. Help by inviting
neighbors, friends and family to this outstanding
holiday event. This production is presented as a gift to
the congregation and community, with no admission
fee. There will be larger productions of the Messiah
in the area; there will be longer productions in the
area (our presentation will be about 100 minutes);
there will be productions with expensive tickets. BUT,
there will not be a production that is presented with
deeper love and devotion than that to be sung by
individuals who have had a personal encounter with
the Messiah and serve Him with devotion. This
makes a world of difference! Come and see.

Join us at Christmas Eve services, which have
been growing in popularity each year and are well
attended by the congregation and larger community.
Child care is provided at the 5:00 and 7:00 p.m.
services. Note that we will have a single service on
Sunday, December 25 at 11:00 a.m.

Christmas Event Schedule

December 10
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Fellowship Center, 7:00 p.m.

December 11

Birthday Party For Jesus (Sunday School)
Handel’s Messiah

Fellowship Center, 7:00 p.m.

December 12
Handel’s Messiah
Fellowship Center, 7:00 p.m.

December 14

Women’s Bible Study Christmas Brunch,
Fellowship Center 10:30 a.m. —12:30 p.m.

December 18
Children’s Christmas Pagent
9:00 and 10:45 Worship Services

December 24

Christmas Eve Services

Fellowship Center, 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service,
Sanctuary, 11:00 p.m.

December 25
Christmas Day Service
Sanctuary, 11:00 a.m.

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

— Luke 2:13-15




Jack’s Journal

December is
one of the most
disjointed, schizo-
phrenic times of the
year, don’t you
think? On the one
hand, December
marks the joyful
and festive celebra-
tion of Jesus’ birth,
but on the other
hand, it also marks
the end of the year
when personal and
professional business must be tidied up in a last-
minute frenzy before the beginning of the new year.
On the one hand, December is a time for family and
friends, feasts and gifts, cards and songs, but on the
other hand, it is also the time for way too much to do
and not enough time to do it, or not enough money, or
patience, or energy. December is about welcoming
the gift of God’s love and the blessing of our family’s
love for us, unless, of course, you don’t really
believe that God does love you, or you are well
aware that your family’s love doesn’t measure up to
all that it could be.

In our church life, December is also colored with
this rather crazy, zigzag kind of quality. Let me
illustrate. First, the totally fun and good stuff. Once
again, this season promises to be filled with joyful,
worshipful, meaningful activities. Our choir will bless
us with the sounds of Handel’s Messiah, our children
will bless us with a wonderful Christmas pageant in
our December 18 worship, our budding thespians of
all ages will entertain us with a fantastic drama about
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, and we will enjoy
our traditional Christmas Eve worship with hundreds
of fellow believers. Added to this will be the parties
and fellowship and the opportunities to support
missions through the Alternative Market and
Christmas Joy Offering.

The other side of church life is that December
marks the end of our budget year, and as usual, we
are entering the month with an operational deficit

of about $100,000. Very often, giving increases
dramatically and we end the year in great shape, but
that doesn’t always happen, and so we go through
the year hopeful that the Lord will again move in
hearts to encourage people to step forward with
sacrificial stewardship. And in the middle of the
process, we ramp up our budget planning for the
coming year, eager to see how the Lord has moved
us to give in the future.

This year also finds us working overtime to
prepare for the capital campaign that will happen in
February and March. That is mostly a “good news”
scenario because we are all excited about how God is
making it possible for us to enhance our ministries
and the quality of our church life as we develop our
campus for greater excellence in worship, education,
and mission. The only downside is that our prepa-
rations must necessarily happen in the midst of what
is already a tremendously busy time of the year.

It strikes me that the first Christmas was not
much different. The angels sang of the birth of the
Messiah, but the shepherds had to go back to work
the next day. The Wise Men brought their gifts to the
manger, but their visit
was sandwiched
between some high-
level political maneuvering
with Herod. Joseph and Mary thrilled at the birth of
their new baby, but the labor and delivery room was
less than ideal, and soon after they had to pack up
household and make tracks for Egypt.

And such is the way it is with our lives in general.
Sublime joy interrupts life, but then the mundane
takes center stage all over again. Profound insight is
followed by dull routine. Good news must push its
way through the bad news. Through it all, God is
working still, working everywhere, working to insure
that no matter how confused and mixed up we may
feel, there will be one thing about which we are
always certain: He loves us so much, that he came to
be with us, to take away our sin, and to welcome us
into new and eternal life with him. Merry Christmas!
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The Village Community Presbyterian Church

Welcome the 2005 Confirmand Class

October 30th marked the
completion of another successful
confirmation class. This year’s
class was entirely seventh graders
and they were all excited to
become a member of the Village
Church for a number of good
reasons. The majority of students
felt that by committing to member-
ship they would be more likely to
remain active and grow in their
faith, being supported by their
church and peers. One of our
primary goals in the class this year
was that they would not only learn
more about God and the Church, but that they would
experience God in this process. Their testimonies
indicated that this was accomplished and several
of the students gave their lives to Christ for the
first time, trusting in Jesus as Lord, as well as

Savior. It was a fun two months and we are looking
forward to their involvement in the upcoming
years. Please remember them and all of our students
in your prayers, as many of them face difficult
situations and temptations.

Crisis Center Needs Your
Support — Clear Out
Those Closets

The Presbyterian Crisis Center was created in
1968 and serves those in need in the greater San
Diego area. Nearly all of the support comes from
financial gifts and donations from churches,
groups and individuals. Currently, there is an
urgent need for men's clothing
(pants, new underwear, new
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| Our church has two clothing
bins located in the hallway

between the sanctuary and kitchen to accept your
donations. Your support is greatly apprecated.

socks, shoes, coats and jackets).

The Lion, The Witch & The
Wardrobe (Fic) 19 by famed
author C.S. Lewis

This enchanting book s Toaone The Wrie s
starts out as if it will be a sl the Wirdrobs
dull weekend in a house A LEWTS
infected with mothballs. ¥
Instead, as four young
children enter a dusty
wardrobe and pass the
coats, they come into the
snow-covered world of
Narnia! This is a classic
for young and old alike.
Read the adult version
now in our Village
Church Library. Don't
miss your trip into Narnia!
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Table For One—A Moment for Stephen Ministries

The man hunched his shoulders as
he hurried toward the restaurant. It
was only a few blocks from the hotel
where he was staying, but the cold,
strong wind and the snow that
accompanied it were chilling
even through the heavy coat he
wore. As he walked briskly, he noticed there weren’t
any hurrying crowds on the sidewalk, because it was
Christmas Day. He could have gone to friends’ for
dinner instead of choosing a trip over the Christmas
holidays. He certainly could have taken Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day off, but there was no point in
doing so if he couldn’t be with his sons. His ex-wife
was angry with him and made arrangements to take
the boys to her parents” home for Christmas. His sons
were really excited about seeing their grandparents,
and he didn’t want to ruin it for them by insisting that
she share the boys during Christmas. Their divorce
had become final a couple of months before. He was
angry, too. How could she be so stubborn and so
thoughtless? He would miss being with family.
Well, he would treat himself to a lobster dinner
with a glass of fine wine. Rarely did he ever do this
on a layover, but he needed to do something special
for himself. Opening the door to the restaurant, he
stepped inside to the wonderful warmth and smell of
good food, which hung heavy in the air.
The headwaiter rushed to greet him and took his
coat. “Merry Christmas. Dinner, Sir?”
“Yes,” he replied.
“How many will there be?”

“Just one.” “Max, please show this gentleman to a
table for one.”

The man sipped his wine and went through the
motions of eating without enjoyment. He was barely
aware of the delicious meal or the fragrance of the
wine. During his Christmas dinner, it struck him that
he was so alone; there was no real home to which he
would return, there was no adult with whom he could
share his feelings, his problems, his hopes, his plans.
In spite of his successes, his life had become an
empty charade. He felt glum and down.

Then, while he toyed with his
dessert, he recalled reading about
the Stephen Ministers who
offered their services at his
church. These are guys like him
who listen and empathize in a
non-judgemental way. They are
not there to give advice and will
keep matters confidential. He understood that
many personal problems were resolved through the
support of a Stephen Minister. A feeling of relief
swept through him as he became enthusiastic about
his prospects of a righteous way to restore his
flagging spirit. He would call his pastor the minute
he returned.

The man paid his check, leaving a generous tip,
and smiled as he departed the restaurant, wishing the
headwaiter a very merry Christmas!

If you’re experiencing a “table for one” in your
life, call a Stephen Minister. You’ll be pleased as God
enters, filling your life with joy and hope.

2006 Calendar Drive

Don’t know what to do with those complimentary
calendars that fill your mailbox this time of year?
Bring them into the church office and we will see
that Military Outreach Ministries receives them
so they can be distributed to families who can
use them!

+

Members in the News!

Village Church member Ron Spogli, an
investment banker and founding director of La
Jolla’s Regents Bank, was recently confirmed as
the U.S. Ambassador to Italy. Ron attended Harvard
Business School and was a former classmate of
George W. Bush.
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Choir Angels

The Village Church
Music Program has been
blessed by a "Host of o
Angels"---We call them
"Choir Angels." The list
of major gifts for capital
needs given by devoted
individuals who prefer
anonymity grows longer each year! This is not a
new phenomenon at the Village Church-the sanctuary
organ, carillons, Steinway grands were all donated by
congregants who appreciated fine music.

During this past Summer, we have received
three major gifts for unbudgeted needs. The most
recent gift purchased is a beautiful new Kawai
upright piano for use by the Children's Choirs.
The handbell set-so greatly enjoyed in the worship
services-- was completely refurbished with new
moving parts, tuned, etc. during the past Summer
through a generous gift. A new midi-expansion
unit was purchased and added to the Allen
Organ in the Fellowship Center through another
anonymous giver. This device brings the Allen
"up-to-date," providing the organist with hundreds
of additional sounds.

Earlier gifts made possible the purchase of the
grand piano in the choir loft, the grand piano in
the choir room, the organ in the Fellowship Center,
the completion of the stage lighting and curtains,
etc. and the new tables and drapes for the hand-
bells. | say a prayer of thanksgiving regularly for
the "Host of Angels" that surround this place and
enable our ministry. It is important to note that
each gift arrived-unsolicited!-at just the right time
for the program expansion. The historical record is
quite clear: God speaks to those who will listen, he
knows our needs before we ask, and our obedience
is a crucial factor, closing the loop.

A hearty THANK YOU from the church to
each of these obedient donors-you know who you

are. We are grateful!
Eecth Fagcw
Music Director

50th Anniversary Committee

In February, 1956 the Village Church began
holding worship services, and in May, of that
year, 150 men and women officially formed the
Village Community Presbyterian Church. 2006 is
a year to celebrate our history as a congregation.
If you would like to help with any of the anniversary
planning, from gathering histories, to organizing
celebrations, to helping to put together events,
please contact Ruth Grendell (ruthgrendell@cox.net),
Laura Metzger (Ijmetzger@adelphia.net), or call
the church office. Help commemorate this
significant milestone in the life of our church.

Christmas Pageant Worship
Service Scheduled for Sunday
Morning 12/18

Rehearsals with children in drama and music
for the Annual Christmas pageant, which will be
presented on December 18 during both morning
services, have been underway. This year’s pageant
was written by our own Lynn Lilyquist and directed
by Children’s Chor director Katy Lundeen and
Drama Ministry Director Margie Wood. The pageant
was designed to interweave the Christmas stormy
into the worship experience with some wonderful
new (and sometimes surprising) dramatic and
musical elements. Come and see worshipping
shepherds, opulent wise men, majestic angels and
singing animals tell the story of Jesus’ birth in a
service where the children lead us in worship and
do everything except the sermon!
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Thanks For Your Support from Around the World

The children are responding to their teaching and they love the Lord
Jesus. Your partnership in this work has changed lives and gives hope to
these young people. There are many major needs, like transport, housing
and of course school fees and food. God has been providing through you
and people here for whom we are very thankful....Please continue to pray
for Cheppema....

From those in the Masai Mara and other rural areas of Kenya, the
smiling faces tell us their joy at no long worshipping under a tree. Several
churches are already built and many more will be during the next months
thanks to your generous donations.

Helen Stover,
Cheppema Children’s Home

PHILIPPINES

Chris and | are so very grateful CARLSBAD/OCEANSIDE

for your support, prayers and
encouragement. Because of you we
are able to remain on the field,
working alongside many Christian
leaders all over Asia to spread the
Presbyterian Church and the truth
and grace of the gospel. Hundreds of
churches are springing up in Asia
and the love of Jesus is penetrating
hearts and transforming lives.
Genny Garrett

Thank you for your continued
and generous support of Young
Life in Carlsbad and Oceanside.
Your gifts are making a huge dif-
ference in our ministry. In the last
quarter 3 kids have made salvation
commitments, 6 kids climbed Half
Dome with me, 45 kids are part
of our weekly outreach and 12 kids
are in discipleship groups. We are
growing all the time.

LOUISIANA

The members of the First
Presbyterian Church of Thibodaux,
Louisiana would like to express our
deep appreciation for your prayers
and support during the Hurricane
Katrina/Rita Crisis. The generous
donation is being utilized for relief
supplies to help in areas that FEMA
and the Red Cross cannot access.
We are comforted to know that your
prayers are with us through this
tragedy.

P.S. Thank you all for your
kind support both to my family
and our community!

Pastor Bill Crawford

HOPE UNLIMITED BRAZIL

What an encouraging and
immediate response from so many
friends in the US. More than
enough generous gifts were given,
so we are able to purchase all that
we need in response to the current
emergency. Thank you. The storm
which disrupted power at the City
of Youth was actually a tornado...in
Brazil’s history, this was the most
violent storm ever recorded.

Village Church Breast Cancer 3-Day Team Walks for the Cure!

The Village Church Breast Cancer 3-Day team set out
on a long, 60-mile walk through the streets of San Diego to
support the fight against breast cancer. The team raised
over $26,700 and braved the heat, fog, and rain over the
October 14-16 weekend. The Rev. Jan Farley led the team,
comprised of Martha Dominguez, Kathy Hewitt, Laura
Metzger, Claire Padgett, Shelby Strong, Deb Thomas
and Holly Wilson. Thanks to the many members of the
congregation who helped support this important community
effort and to the team who had the strength to endure this

monumental exercise!




