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❁ Bible Studies meet on a reduced schedule in the
summer months due to travel commitments. The
Women’s Bible Study is planning a 6-week study
of the Purpose Driven Life beginning in July. The
Thursday morning Men’s Bible Study will be
meeting in the Fellowship Center several times
throughout the summer for breakfast.  Call the
church office for details on these programs.

❁ The Sanctuary Choir shifts into "Summer Mode"
each July and August. During these two months
there are no mid-week rehearsals, the choir does
not wear robes and ANYONE is welcome to sit in
and sing! The only requirement is to be in the
choir room and seated before 8:30 AM on
Sunday. We welcome a number of "Summer
Mode Regulars" who are unable to meet the
rehearsal schedule during the year. If YOU
have interest, please just show up, and sing to
the Glory of God.  

Summer brings a lot of time away from our
normal activities, with family vacations, visitors, time
away from school, and hopefully some time to enjoy
family and friends. As in our family lives, we alter 
the pace and types of activities in the summer, while
still providing some opportunities for fellowship and
spiritual growth. Activities include the following:

❁ Our summer sunsets are held Sunday evenings
following the 5:30 p.m. worship service July
10—31 from 6:30—7:30 p.m. This is a time
for getting to know one another a little better
and to meet some new friends. There will be a
delicious BBQ meal.  

❁ Our student ministries program has many daytime
and evening opportunities for our junior and
senior high youth. This includes trips to the
beach, bible studies, and special activities/
trips. Contact Jay Shirley (858 735-4420) for
detailed information on the many events
offered for youth during the summer.

❁ There are exciting summer camps for children
and youth. Children’s camps for grades 3-6 at
Forest Home are July 24-30. The high school
Forest Home camp “Backstage Pass” camp is
July 31-August 6. The Junior High Forest
Home “Creekside Studies” camp is August 14-20.
These camps focus on what it means to follow
Christ. Many adults have strong testimonies of
spiritual enrichment and coming to Christ at
these wonderful camp experiences. It’s a great
opportunity for our young people and a great
way to add some excitement to the summer!

Summer Activities at the Village Church 
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Jack’s Journal
everything political. Most folks, I suspect, are
personally somewhere between those two absolute
poles of thought.

I won’t solve that debate on one page, of course,
but it seems to me that there is a middle ground
somewhere that extreme voices on either side don’t
recognize. On the one hand, a person’s religious
beliefs simply cannot be entirely separated from their
political views. All religion speaks to moral and ethical
issues. Politics, or the way we govern ourselves, is in
part an expression of those views. For instance, it is a
generally accepted religious view that murder is not
good, but that sharing with others is good, and so we
have laws that try to keep people from killing each
other and laws that require our sharing with each
other. A person’s faith, or lack thereof, cannot help
but be expressed in some way in their political views.

On the other hand, not every political issue is a
litmus test of morality and ethics, or of one’s faith.
People of the exact same faith can honorably differ on
any number of political concerns. Where you put a
highway or where you peg a tax rate is not necessarily
determinable by what you believe about God. Most
governance issues are solved, therefore, without resort
to religious arguments.

Where the fireworks begin, of course, is where
governance issues touch on deeply held religious
beliefs, such as in the debates over same-sex marriage
or stem cell research. If you have religious convictions
at all (and statistically speaking almost everyone
does) your faith has some intersection with those
kinds of issues and, therefore, influences your politics
about them. And so we continue to debate—and
always will—about just what is the best way to mix
our faith and politics. Let us never assume, however,
that the two can be entirely separated, or that one’s
total dominance over the other is the ultimate solution.
God made us to be both political and religious
“animals,” and part of the fun of the freedom we
enjoy (itself a gift from God, I believe) is living in
the creative tension between the two. May God
bless America!

When I was
growing up, the
word “July” was
closely followed in
my mind by “Fourth.”
As a boy I loved
fireworks, and the
highlight of the
month always
occurred at the
beginning of it,
when (in those good
old days) you had
societal permission

to light matches, set things on fire, and watch
them explode into an amazing variety of light,
sound, motion, and even smell. Independence Day
never seems truly complete to me without fireworks,
and I suppose I’ll never get over that need for
incendiary expression of my patriotic pride.

Some kinds of fireworks are less enjoyable but
nevertheless very much part of the experience of the
Fourth of July. I’m thinking in metaphorical terms
here. Long before anyone conceived of a new nation
being brought forth on this continent, the people who
came here (largely from Europe) did so because they
wanted—in part—to be free from the constrictions of
old societies that rigidly enforced particular approaches
to all areas of life: political, social, personal, and
even religious. And so the “fireworks” began: the
debate about just what kind of new society would
be fashioned in this New World.  

One of the topics of our continuous national
debate about what kind of nation we are or will
become involves religion. Lately, the level of debate
has increased, specifically concerning what is the
appropriate way to mix one’s faith with one’s politics.
Classically termed the “separation of church and
state” issue, there is a renewed interest in the topic,
though the debate was never entirely dormant.
Simply put, the contention is bordered by two poles:
on the one side are those who say that religion has
absolutely no place in politics, and on the other are
those who say that religion must necessarily dominate
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Tornado Damages Hope Unlimited in Brazil
A few weeks ago, we received word

that a national state of emergency had
been declared in the Indiatuba area of
Brazil. A major storm, including an F3
tornado with winds clocked at 250/km
an hour, struck very close to Hope
Unlimited’s City of Youth ranch. It was
estimated that Hope’s campus would
have to go without power, lights, water
(because the pump is electric), radios,
refrigerators or freezers for several
weeks. As Hope is one of our core 
missions, word was sent to us and
other supporting churches with a plea
for help.

Within a day, our missions commis-
sion, in a flurry of e-mail activity,
agreed to send $2000 from our missions
budget to be used  toward a large generator. The
money arrived the next day. Other churches did
the same. Someone else made arrangements with
General Electric to have the generator delivered.
Within days of the storm, the generator was installed
and was delivering power to Hope’s facility.

This emergency generator will be very helpful
during other electricity outages, which occur on a
regular basis. This valuable support was made
possible by your giving. Thank you.

Would you like to go see the new generator?
And see the whole amazing work done in Brazil
by Hope Unlimited?  We have a mission trip
planned for September 26th to October 6th. You’ll

tour the facilities,
interact with the kids, do
some light maintenance
work like painting, and
engage in cross cultural
activities and chapel
services. You’ll stay 
in a nice hotel in the
area. The last few days

of the trip will be touring Iguazzu Falls and Rio
before heading home. You’ll come home with a
heart for Brazil and the rescued children at Hope’s

Storm cloud over the area of Hope Unlimited

facilities. Let Mark Swarner know if you are
interested in supporting this trip.

A Little Girl Needs Your Help
One of our core missions at the Village Church

is the Friends of Los Ninos, group of orphanages in
Tijuana. We have  become particularly involved with
a girls’ orphanage called Los Angelitos. A group
of us from Village Church go visit for a day every
couple of months. We see the wonderful work
being done here. Recently, Ed Perry, the director
there, said that he had been praying for more
financial help. “To answer my prayers, the Lord
sent me 2 more babies, 10 toddlers, and 5 pre-teen
girls to take care of.” We’d like to find ten families
or individuals in our congregation who would sponsor
one of these these girls for a year at $50.00 per
month. You might enjoy going down for a visit
also, to see how your money is being spent!

Contact Rev. Mark Swarner, Colin Cruickshank,
or Jennifer Fernandez for the details.
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Frequently friends will ask, “I know you’re involved in Stephen Ministry. Can you tell me exactly what a
Stephen Minister is?” I like to explain that Stephen Ministers are “After People.”

Stephen Ministers are there:

. . . After you’ve washed and returned the last casserole dish.

. . . After the divorce papers have been served and the bottom falls out of your life

. . . After the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away — and the house suddenly seems 

incredibly empty

. . After you arrive home following the funeral service and the emotions you’ve held at bay   

come crashing in on you

. . .After the relationship has ended but the wounds are still bleeding and painful

. . . After the doctors have said, “There’s nothing more we can do.”

. . . After the door has slammed shut — for the very last time

. . . After the phone call you’d always hoped you’d never get

. . . After you realize the hands on the gold watch you received at your retirement party 

move more slowly than you ever imagined

. . . After the nursing home director shakes your hand and says 

“Welcome to your new home.”

. . . After the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away

. . . After the baby has arrived, putting more demands on you than you ever dreamed possible

. . . After you find the pink slip inserted with what is now your final paycheck

. . . After your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you still need 

to talk it out.

Stephen Ministers are the “After People.”  
We are ready to come alongside you — or your
friends, neighbors, coworkers, or relatives — and
provide comfort and support for as long “after”
as we are needed.  The Village Church Stephen
Ministers have participated in over 50 hours of
training in preparation for offering one-on-one,
lay Christian care and companionship, while
maintaining absolute confidentiality. Members

of the congregation in need of ongoing support in a time of bereave-
ment, transition, divorce, job loss, or illness may wish to request a
Stephen Minister to meet with them on a regular basis. If you would
like to learn more about how a Stephen Minister could care for you
or someone you know, or if you are interested in exploring a call to
this ministry, please speak with Rev. Jan Farley (858) 756-2441, or
one of our Stephen Leaders, Paula Siedlaczek, Holly Wilson or
Tony Wilson. 

Stephen Ministers: The After People
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Bill and Tori Shrader once again generously hosted the Village Church Annual All Church Picnic on June 5.
There was fun for all, with games, good conversation, swimming, and food.  It was a great way to kick off the
summer, with lots of fun had by all!  

Scenes from the Annual All Church Picnic
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At the 10:30  Sunday worship service on June 5,
Village Church elder Ray Sparling was ordained to
the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament. Ray
decided in 2001 to enter the ministry. The entire
congregation has watched as Ray moved forward with
this career decision. The Village Church has directly
benefited from RayÕs years of service to this church.
The congregation was pleased to share in the
celebration of this momentous occasion. Assisting
in the ordination were the Rev. Dr. Andrew Smith,
Executive Presbyter of the San Diego Presbytery,
Elder Dick Berry, Moderator of the San Diego
Presbytery, and The Rev. Dr. Timothy Beal of the
Rancho Bernardo Community Church. Following the
ordination service, a lunch was held in the fellowship
center to help Ray celebrate this important day. Ray
has accepted a call to serve as a Designated Associate
Pastor at the Rancho Bernardo Community
Presbyterian Church. We are pleased Ray, that you
will continue to be a closer neighbor. Best wishes and
may God richly bless your ministry. 

Ray Sparling Ordained at Village
Church Service

The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day.
Ñ Proverbs 4:18

Change of Address

Aubrey Brennecke 
3436 Camino Largo 
Carlsbad, CA 92009 

Ed and Susan Bushor 
Box 2690 
RSF, CA 92067 

Lois DeGroot 
lpdegroot@adelphia.net 

Linda Donahue 
2374 Lititz Pike 
Lancaster, PA 17601

Rick and Melinda Hausman 
3525 Corte Delfinio 
Carlsbad, CA 92009 

Lisa Hoard 
2374 Lititz Pike 
Lancaster, PA 17601

Robert and Gloria Raynor 
7171 Surfbird Circle 
Carlsbad, California 92009 

Marty Sommercamp
sommercamp@adelphia.net

Marriages
Marianne Kripps and Steven Schwartz (May 26)

Deaths
Karl Franzen (June 9)

Baptisms
Everett Reed Forte (May 22)
Kendall Ann Schmottlach (June 5)
Evan Charles Ballow (June 12)
Natalie Jane Licosati (June 19)
Grayson Tinsley Hall (June 19)

Left to right: Jack Baca, Ray Sparling, Joyce Sparling, 
Andy Smith, Dick Berry


